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Worksheet Participatory action research: Social map
Social mapping is the most popular method in participatory action research. In spite of there being many overlaps, a social map is different from a resource map. The latter depicts the natural resources-land, water sources, flora and fauna, etc. In certain cases, though, a map could be a rich combination of the two (Village map). 
Objective. The chief feature of a social map is that it is a big help in developing a broad understanding of the various facets of social reality, demographics, settlement patterns, social infrastructure, etc. The diverse applications of social maps include:
· Developing a comprehensive understanding of the physical and social aspects of village life.
· Collecting demographic and other required information household-wise.
· Providing a forum of discussion in which to unravel the various aspects of social life
· Serving as a guiding instrument during the process of planning interventions
· Serving as a monitoring and evaluating tool.



Process of Social Mapping
The process of social mapping should include the following steps:
· Fix the location and time for the exercise in consultation with the local people. Invite them for it.
· Explain the purpose of the exercise to the participants. Request them to start off with drawing the prominent physical features of their community. Leave it to them to use whatever materials they choose-local as well as other materials as creatively as possible.
· Watch the process alertly. Listen to the discussions carefully. Take notes in as much detail as possible.
· Do not rush things. Avoid chipping in. Try to ‘hand over the stick to them’, that is, involve them deeply and actively. Let them have total control and initiative. Have faith in them and show it too.
· Keep track of who is actively involved, which sections of the society they belong to, and who is being left out. Take proactive steps to involve those left out in the process.
· Your role is limited to facilitation. Intervene only when necessary, especially when the participants are going through a rough patch.
· If you have something to add or clarify, wait for just the right moment. Do not disrupt the process. Ask them ‘what about …’, ‘what does this symbol represent?” etc.
· Once the mapping is over, ask some people to identify their houses in the map.
· Ask questions on the aspects of the map you are not clear about, if necessary.
· Triangulate the information generated with others in the locality.

You can find the following information in the social map, which helps to design and plan various interventions:
· Information on wealth distribution in a village (or cast distribution in some countries)
· Neighborhood of a village
· Community information about the village
· Social institutions information
· Family information
· Religion information
· Economy information
· Government institution information in the village
· Information on educational background of villagers
· Social groups 
· Leadership patterns existing in the village
· Value systems 
· Social interactions information
· Cooperation information
· Competition information
· Conflict information
· Assimilation information
· Accommodation information
· Media of communication information
· Social norms, folkways
· Social evils like dowry, alcoholism, child labour, prostitution information
· Religion, leadership pattern and customs existing in the society information



Site selection for social mapping
Location of the site for mapping is quite crucial. Hence, you would do well to keep the following points in mind while selecting the site:
Location
Is it a central place? Will it be convenient for everyone?

Exclusion
Will it be comfortable for all sections of society to come there? For example, a temple or church courtyard or school premises could be a good site for social mapping, but in some of the Indian villages the weaker sections of society may not get entry there. Likewise, areas dominated by particular social groups may not be easily accessible to others. Similarly, domination of particular individuals may keep away those who do not get along with them.

Suitability
Is there enough shade for the participants? Is the surface fairly smooth for the exercise? Even as you must keep these points in mind while selecting the site, the best bet is to ask the local people to do it. Then visit the proposed site along with the participants and see if it is suitable in view of the factors mentioned above. Just in case, check with some local people if there is anything about the site which could hinder the participation of any section of the society. In case the perspective of a specific group is particularly important for you, mapping a site in their locality could prove useful.

Transferring social map on to paper
Social maps can be drawn on the ground or directly on a large sheet of paper. Social maps are commonly made on the ground with locally available material. Hence they are not safe and permanent. They need to be copied onto paper immediately. Usually the map is copied onto a large sheer of paper with all the details. This is necessary for other exercises, discussions, and later, for monitoring purposes. Moreover, it saves the trouble of doing the map all over again.

Number of participants 
Of all the participatory action research methods, social mapping makes for the active involvement of the largest number of participants. This is all the more so when it is done on the ground. Each person has something or the other to look for in the map. It is quite often seen that when the mapping is over, old persons and young children alike try to locate their houses. And mostly, they are not only able to identify their own houses but those of others too. Moreover, those who appear to be mere onlookers tend to point out errors and omissions while the process is on. What is remarkable is that all of them follow avidly whatever is happening even if they are not actively involved in it.

Material required
A wide range of materials has to be used for social mapping. It can well be extended further. Usually leaves, twigs, matchboxes, seeds, colour soils and powders, utensils, thread, etc., have been used. The list is by no means exhaustive.
Time required
The time required for social mapping may very quiet a lot. It is influenced by various factors including the size of the locality, the interest of the participants, the nature and extent of the details sought and the type of materials used.
Scope for improvisation and complementarity with other methods
Social mapping is a flexible method; you can improvise with other methods.


Worksheet
Social Map

Team Leader:
Team Members: 

Instructions:

1. Write down your goals for making the social map in the box given below:
Click to enter tekst














2. Identify suitable location where villagers generally gather and comfortably draw social map.
3. You can ideally select school premise, village square, church/temple premise etc.
4. Select those villagers who have a very good understanding of the village social life as the key informants.
5. Brief the key informants about the purpose and procedure of the social mapping.
6. Be ready with the agreed upon checklist for gathering information about the various issues of social map.
7. Draw a village map indicating North direction in the top right edge. 
8. Guide and facilitate the key informants in putting all the information on social map.
9. Show the location of houses, their spread indicating the major features like caste, type of house, leadership, social facilities and their sharing, social issues, social evils, conflicts, cooperation, etc. using appropriate legend.


FOOD FOR THOUGHT
What is the significance of social issues on technology adoption behavior of farmers? 

What is the need for social map in identifying technology/information needs assessment?
















Record your observations on social map with reference to the following points in the box below:
· What are the village boundaries?
· What are the types their location and spread of houses?
· What are the basic amenities, their location and social sharing?
· What are the social institutions of the village?
· What are the leadership issues in the village?
· What type of social stratification is observed in the village?
· What are the social norms of the village?
· What kind of social processes like cooperation and conflicts are observed with reference to farming?
· Are there any social blocks to the free information flow in the village?
· What social issues are promoting and prohibiting the prosperity in the village?

Enter tekst here



































Draw the Village Social Map in this Box

Key Informants: 								Date: 

image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpg
CHANGE

THE GAME
ACADEMY





